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Synopsis

In the vibrant, bohemian neighborhood of South Philadelphia, 50,000-square feet of concrete are covered with tile and mirrors—mosaics that were created by Isaiah Zagar, an eccentric, tormented artist.  The murals chronicle his love for his wife, Julia, and

subtly hint at the darker corners of an extraordinary imagination.

Where Isaiah is obsessive and narcissistic—a former Peace Corps volunteer who has become an icon in South Philly's art community—Julia is gracious and warm.  For decades, their opposing natures complemented one another perfectly. But suddenly the family is torn apart at the seams: A few hours before picking up his oldest son from a rehabilitation center, Isaiah declares to the camera, "As people get older they have less and less passion." He then confesses to an affair with his assistant, is kicked out of the house, and spirals into a debilitating, suicidal depression.  

A fascinating portrait of love and betrayal, family bonds, and the intimacy of dysfunction. Shot on 35mm, Hi Def, digital video; with 8mm and 16mm home movie footage. The soundtrack features music by the Books, Explosions in the Sky, Efterklang, and Kelli Scarr.

Director’s Statement

I started filming a documentary about my father in 1999, back when I thought of him and our family as perfect.  For the first few months, the footage was mostly garbage:  I shot it poorly, and my father was painfully self-aware. That went on until later that year, when we traveled to our summer home in West Virginia. There, away from the distractions of the city, I asked him to tell me all of his secrets.

And he did. He told me about how he was molested as a child, how he tried to kill himself at the age of 29, and how he fell in love with my mother the night that he emerged from a Pennsylvania mental institution. As the interviews progressed, I began to realize there was a much larger movie to be made than I had originally envisioned. It was a strange feeling. Because although I had wanted it, I never expected see this man who I revered as the flawed and fragile person he actually is. When we returned home a week later, my father hugged me and cried in my arms.

Over the next four years, I traveled back and forth between Philadelphia and Boston, where I was in college, filming my family whenever something significant happened—a birthday, a funeral, a lawsuit, one of my father’s mural workshops, whatever.  And in April of 2005, everything changed.  I went home to film my parents as they picked my brother up from rehab.  The stress from the situation boiled over, and my father suddenly admitted to my mother and me that he had been having an affair with his assistant for the last three years.  That same night, my parents separated for the first time in 43 years.  I shot 16 hours that day and hated myself for every minute of it.

But I couldn’t stop shooting and somehow, three years later, the movie is finished. What started as an exploration of my father’s life has exposed the secrets of our entire family. But I don’t think that’s a bad thing. My parents are back together and my brother is recovering with the help of his fiancé and their infant son. We know now how imperfect we really are, but also how much we need and love each other.

Bios

Jeremiah Zagar (director) was born in South Philadelphia in 1981.  At age 19, he shot Delhi House, a documentary about a hospital and orphanage in India. The short premiered at the 2002 Slamdance Film Festival and aired on PBS affiliates across the country.

Since then, Jeremiah has made three more award-winning short films: The Unbelievable Truth, Baby Eat Baby and Coney Island 1945. They have screened in numerous festivals in the US and abroad, including Tribeca, SXSW, and the London Film Festival. He has been a semi-finalist for a student Academy Award and hopes to one day go to the actual Academy Awards.

A graduate of Emerson College, Zagar lives in Brooklyn but his heart will forever remain in Philadelphia.

Jeremy Yaches (producer) was born in Northeast Philadelphia in 1980. He produced several of Zagar’s short films including Coney Island, 1945 and Delhi House.
Yaches has produced music videos for The Walkmen, Brazilian Girls, The French Kicks among others. More recently, he has produced commercial and broadcast design spots for a diverse list of clients

including The Gap, Nike, Toyota, AT&T, Scion and Fuel. Promos he produced for HBO Documentary Films won a gold BDA at the 2007 Promax/Broadcast Design Awards.

Yaches’ Herzliya Films currently has several feature films, narrative and documentary alike, in various stages of development. A graduate of Boston University, Jeremy lives and works in Brooklyn.
Ross Kauffman (executive producer) is the director, producer, cinematographer and co-editor of Born into Brothels, winner of the 2005 Academy Award for Best Documentary. 

Kauffman spent eight years working as a documentary film editor from 1992 - 2000. In 2001, he formed Red Light Films to direct and produce Born into Brothels, a documentary about the children of Calcutta's prostitutes. Born into Brothels was accepted to over 50 film festivals and has since received over 40 awards, including the 2005 Emmy Award for Best Documentary, National Board of Review Best Documentary 2004, LA Film Critics Best Documentary 2004, and the 2004 Sundance Film Festival Audience Award.
Kauffman is currently working on a variety of projects including; War Photographers, a television series following the lives of five photojournalists from around the globe; Wait For Me, the story of a mother’s spiritual and emotional search for her son who went missing twenty-three years ago; and Penny, a narrative feature film about a thirteen year old Tanzanian girl’s descent and eventual escape from a life of domestic servitude
Geralyn White Dreyfous (executive producer) is the Academy Award-winning executive producer of Born into Brothels. In 1994, she established the center for Community Service and Documentary Studies with Dr. Robert Coles at Harvard University, work that was a precursor to the groundbreaking

Center for Documentary Studies at Duke University, and which birthed the acclaimed magazine Doubletake.  In 2002 she and Nicole Guillemet founded The Salt Lake Film Center, where she currently serves as executive and artistic director. She produced a documentary about the child sex slave trade narrated by Tim Robbins called The Day My God Died, which was broadcast on PBS and distributed by Tapesty. She lives in Salt Lake City with her husband and two children. She graduated with honors from Harvard.
Pamela Tanner Boll (executive producer) is an artist, writer, filmmaker, and activist. Pam co-executive produced Born into Brothels. She is currently producing: Global Moms; Life on the Edge: True

Stories of Doctors Without Borders; 9/12: From Chaos to Community; Project Kashmir; and In a Dream.

Pamela is also currently directing and producing a new film, Who Does She Think She Is? a feature-length documentary about the lives of women who are artists and mothers.  Pamela grew up in Parkersburg, West Virginia, and graduated from Middlebury College. She and her husband live in Massachusetts where they raised their three sons.
Keiko Deguchi (editor) came to New York from Japan in 1985 to study cinema at NYU. She started

her editing career in feature films in 1987, assisting on such film as Carlito’s Way (Brian DePalma),

Kansas City (Robert Altman), Michael (Nora Ephron), and Living in Oblivion (Tom DiCillo). As an

editor, her film credits include the documentaries The Cats of Mirikitani, Anonymously Yours, Ganges:

River to Heaven, and the PBS special Beyond Brown: Pursuing the Promise (executive producer

Stanley Nelson). Her narrative film credits include The Business of Strangers (Patrick Stettner), The

Real Blonde (Tom DiCillo) and The Boynton Beach Bereavement Club (Susan Seidelman). Most

recently she was an editor on Steven Shainberg’s narrative feature Fur: An Imaginary Portrait of

Diane Arbus.

Sam Pollard’s (consulting editor) professional accomplishments as a feature film and television video editor, and documentary producer/director span almost thirty years. His feature experience as

an editor started in the mid-1970s, on films like Just Crazy About Horses, Body and Soul, Private Resort and Style Wars. Between 1990 and 2000, Pollard edited a number of Spike Lee’s films: Mo’ Better Blues, Jungle Fever, Girl 6, Clockers and Bamboozled. Pollard and Lee also co-produced documentary productions including Spike Lee Presents Mike Tyson, for which Mr. Pollard received an Emmy, and 4 Little Girls, a documentary about the 1965 church bombings in Birmingham, which was nominated for an Academy Award. More recently, the pair collaborated on the acclaimed Hurricane Katrina documentary When the Levees Broke. Pollard is a professor of film studies at the NYU’s Tisch School of the Arts.

Erik Messerschmidt (director of photography) In addition to serving as Director of Photography on In A Dream, Erik is currently shooting Ross Kauffman’s feature-length documentary, Wait For Me. Prior to his work as a Director of Photography, Messerschmidt worked as a creative technician to photographer Gregory Crewdson and lighting designer for artists Mike and Doug Starn. Erik has also worked as a gaffer on major motion pictures and television shows such as Fox’s Bones, Paramount’s Everybody Hates Chris, and AMC’s Mad Men.  Messershmidt has also shot short films, commercials, and music videos for artists such as The 88, The Brazilian Girls, and The Deftones. Erik is a graduate of Emerson College.

Kelli Scarr (composer) was born in Monterey, California. She migrated to the little prison town of Folsom where she began her singing career in church. In 1999 Scarr packed her bags for Boston to attend the Berklee College of Music and began to make music with her first band, which was named "Best New Band" at the 2003 Boston Music Awards and has shared the stage with such musical acts as

Broken Social Scene, Metric and the Arcade Fire. In 2004, Scarr recorded her first solo album, Lully's. In 2005, Scarr scored the independent feature film The Pacific and Eddy (soundtrack released in January 2008). Scarr plays regularly in New York City and throughout the U.S. Hear her music at www.myspace.com/kelliscarr.
Cassidy Gearhart (design & animation) is a motion graphic designer and filmmaker based in New York City. His first creative endeavor was an underground hip-hop video entitled Open Transport.

His design and filmmaking undertakings have led him to Washington D.C., Seattle, Chicago, and finally to New York where he has spent the past five years working as a freelance Creative. His directorial portfolio includes music videos for Cage and EL-P, commercial work for Nike, Toyota, and B.E.T., as well as numerous short films. As a designer and freelance creative director, he has worked with award-winning design studios such as Digital Kitchen, NAKD, EyeballNYC, Vitamin Pictures and Shilo.
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Written and composed by The Books.
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Used by courtesy of Tomlab, Cologne, Germany.

Originally released on the album The Books -

"Thought For Food"

“A Little Longing Goes Away”

Written and composed by The Books.
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Originally released on the album The Books - "Lost
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